"Never tried it. but it sounds like -fun." — Steve ClarK discussing the idea of spittin9 and/or Pissing on homeless 
people (from RANDOM THOUGHT 11.5). 

■Several blocks away -from Hhere I live are the Robert Taylor Homes, the 'projects', the poorest area in the United 
States. I have respect and smpathr tor Many who live there." — Steve Clark writing in PRRXIS 22. Proving Hhat a 
hypocrite he is. 

Rich Kids From Elite Snob Universities Get No Sympathy From... 
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The MesaDiPtoaat is the zine and official Publication of the Feud Number Custodian. The FNC is Chris Carrier* 1215 P 
Street 12t Sacramento, Cfl 958Ui and enjoys getting Feud-related Phone cans at 916/441-0292 at Just about any hour of 
the day or nisht. This issue of the rCGADIPLQttAT is a sample issue, and subscriptions are 50c per issue. The next 
twelve issues are available for $5.80. Subscriptions over $5.08 Hill not be accepted, as large sub balances equal 
Messy folds. Hot-North Americans Multiply the above sums by 1.5 for surface and by 2 for air subscriptions. 

This issue is going to about 180 North American hobbyists that Here culled from the most recent sub lists of PRAXIS. 
VERTIGO, and RANDOM THOUGHT. About 70 of you subscribe to PRAXIS and 38 of you don't. Of those that don't, I have one 
Piece of advice! DO! SUBSCRIBE! RUN. do not walk, to the post office with a sub check and set this Publication! 

Fel lew Publishers — Please plus the MEGADIPLGflAT in your zine. I am also interested in either an at I for all trade, 
or a iutual sub, as you prefer. Also. I would greatly appreciate it if you Plugged the Feuder Awards, a ballot for 
which is enclosed. 

Hell, the big news is that I've decided to start Publishing. I've enjoyed the three years I've been subpublishing, but 
now it's tine to rave on. 

SubPUblishing is nice. Ho Photocopying, no addressing, no stamping and Mailing. All you have to do is write the 
Material, send it in to the home office, and wait for it to cone out. find wait, and wait, and wait. Which is the Main 
advantage of publishing — you can set your material out in a timely Manner. So, for exa«Ple, if you find out that an 
enemy of the hobby is a liar, failure, and fake, you can inform everybody within a matter of days. 

FtujiMEis-rot^iE: 1 3se — — <=i commewtpry 

In spite Of the rCGADIPLGtlAT's Poor showing. 18th out of 28, (the bottom of the middle third!) I'm still quite Pleased 
with how it came out. I received nine votes, the distribution of which was 122466783. 

PRAXIS finally sot what it deserved. VICTORY in the Runestone Poll. It is an honor that comes only two years too late, 
but better late than never. Another Pleasant surprise was BENZENE finishing in the top ten percent. #6 of 71 rated 
zines on the Main list. This is a zine to watch in the future, and could be a Potential winner if PRAXIS were ever to 
fold, The ZINE REGISTER case in secondi isn't it interesting that this zine Picked up iust as it began to cover Feud 
Material? Should tell the editor what the hobby really likes. Peel has co»e a long way from when he was a pathetic 
anti-Feud whiner. Keep up the good work! ECU came in 121, barely in the top third; this is an undervaluation in My 
opinion, as I feel this zine should definitely be in the top 10 percent. 

DM came in fourth, and for some reason is rated as the "Greatest Zine of All Time" in spite of the fact it was 
irregular for years and swallowed the balances of its subscribers, and is little more than a vehicle for Larry Peery's 
whining that we don't support his projects. Hey, this is a free and open hobby — people wilt support what they want 



to support, fit least DW NEWS got Hhat it deserved, 65th, in the bottom IB Percent. Again ... who needs a zine about a 
zine? Apparently people felt the sane nay about DWir. which failed to Make the Main list, receiving 2.571 on seven 
votesi FOUR of Hhich were zeroes. Good work guys. 

CDSTACUANA cane in 18th Place* and loses out on its chance to win a foughian Award until at least '91, and it Has at 
the top of the upper-Middle Quarter of zines. This is about Hhere it should be, and Hhere it would have been in 1986-7 
if the hobby had been impartial in its treatment of it. It's a nice zine -- too nice for the MegaDiP hobby, in m 
opinion. Editorial bashing of Bad Boys could propel it bacK into first Place — and this tiiie around it would deserve 
it. 

KNOW GAME OPENINGS improved from dead last to 64th, Hhich Puts it one outside -from the bottom IB Percent. Which is 
about Hhat it deserves! the only reason it isn't dead last is because of the spoiled children in our hobby. 

VERTIGO was 48tht which puts it at the top of the bottom third! this I feel is too harsh a rating — top of the Middle 
third is where it ought to be. 

However, BLUNT INSTRUfENTS received its much-deserved drop of most Places in one year, from second from the top to 
second fro* the bottom. 'Nuff sed 1 . 

As to subzines, while I remain disappointed with my own showing I do note that I have a Lifetime Score of 2.69, and I 
note that a new award has been created similarly to the Gary Coushlan award for zines, tlte LUCKY DUCKY award, for any 
subzine that finishes in the top six for three years running. Unfortunately my showing this year has blown my chances 
of setting a LUCKY DIKXY; but hopefully in 1931 I'll be basking in the glow of a Coushlan Award. 

BruK also included with THE CREAM SHALL RISE a questionnaire concerning the future operation of the poll, and I'll 
make my comments on it public for hopefully greater effect in the next issue; for now, I hope you'll write to Brux and 
send him $5 for a copy of TCSR; his new address is PO Box 1334, Albany, NY 12201. 

pol i i i 

fls I mentioned in 16. (but am restating again for the benefit of non-PRAXIANS) ny Politics is right-Hing on the 
subjects of foreign policy and law and order, and I like how Reagan has brought prosperity to the economy through tax 
cuts and the reestabl ishment of national pride as opposed to crybaby isai and national malaise which was the hallmark of 
the Jimmy Who admistration. However, I break with Republican economics on the subject of the niniiium wage, which I 
feel should be raised to $4.65/hour. Also* I disagree with certain far-right Republicans and Libertarians who favor 
dismantling the basic social safety net that Has established in the 1930s and 60s under President Roosevelt. Social 
security, wage/ hour laws et ai.t were passed for a very good reason Hhich is still as valid as when these laws were 
passed! without then, He nould become a low-wage, sweat-shop country like a nuaber of Third World countries. However, 
I find myself in strong agreement with the Libertarians on the subject of repealing laws regulating private 
consent ing-adu It behavior: Pornography, Prostitution, seat belts, etc. ..and I strongly believe that tie Moral Majority 
is neither moral, nor the majority. 

Also, I note Hith a big smile on my face that my Prediction of two issues ago that 1988 was going to be a dirty 
election was right on the mark. After all, Dukakis just rehired John Sasso, the guy who did to Straight A Biden what I 
did to Bruce Geryk. You see, politics can be as much fun as the Great feud! 

As to who Hill win the election, I predict Bush will win, by a popular vote of 50-51 vs 49 for Dukakis and an 
electoral vote of 353-185. I'm Predicting DC, HI, 1L, KD, Mfi, UN, NY, PA, fil, TN, TX, UA and HV for Dukakis and the 
rest for Bush. I entered this is the Presidential Contest run by Bruce Linsey; entry form enclosed. 

As I said in PRAXIS, the point of revealing my politics was to get a Political lettercoi started. If no one is 
interested (although I would hope someone comments on the following editorial), then I will probably confine politics 
to not more than two articles every even-numbered year, before and after the national election, which leads me to. 



The editor's Presidential endorsement! or. 

Rich K i ds F 7 " r om B rook I ■ n— ■ •» 
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Ib this election. I u stronsly supporting Georse Bush. Of course. I would stronsly support Mr. Bin if that's what the 
alternative was to "Hasical Hike" Dukakis — and if you think that's a cheap shot. I'd like everyone to rewewber what happened 
the last tine we elected an unknown Democratic governor with no foreign policy experience. 

The Democrats have this PROBLEM, you see — ever since 1972 their presidential delewte selection process has caused the 
nomination of extrewe left winters — tkGovern. Carter twice. Hondaie. and now Dukakis. However, the averase ftwerican voter 
does not share the political soais of the Democratic leadership, and they know this. Case in Mint: The American People have 
repeatedly stated at the polls that they do not want to see a senerai tax increase. The Republicans know this. The Democrats 
know it. And Michael Dukakis knows it. 

That's why the Dukakis cawpaisn has been one of deceit — to win. the Dukakis people know they have to keep their candidate's 
positions under wraps until after he has won the election. Dukakis and the Democrats know full well that the faerican people 
Nili not vote for soweone who vetoed the Pledge of Allegiance in schools, save furloushs to first degree Murderers, refused to 
allow civil defense Planning in his hone state, increased spending 72% in five years, turned Massachusetts frow No. 22 to No. 
5 in taxes in his first tern, and who is a card-carrying umber of the ACIU (Allowing Criwinais to Leave Unsupervised). So. 
they have to keep all this under wraps — until Novewber 3. 

There are soae who would say that it is iwrowr to Question Dukakis* patriot is* because of his Pledge of Allegiance veto. I 
think not — after an. it was leftists tike Dukakis who do not hesitate to bash conservatives with false accusations of 
racist) any tiae they can set away with it. and who apply the word "racist" to anyone who does not share their views, as Joe 
McCarthy used the word "cowman ist" in the 1950s. 

Dukakis 1 i«ase is totally Phony. He clains to be a Mr. Clean who says that after he's inaugurated "the ethics office will be 
ii the Oval Office." wen, let's take a look at the record: 

— Dukakis' forwer education adviser ewbezzled $8(9860 out of the state treasury. What did Dukakis do? 
Appointed hiM president of Bridsewater State College! 

— This is the sane Dukakis whose deputy cowissioner resigned in 1385 after the FBI revealed his ties to a 
convicted loan shark. 

— Dukakis' head of the Metropolitan District CoMnission police was convicted of perjury and conspiracy. 

— And then, New Braintreesate. In 1984, a closed prep school in New Braintree was put on a list of posibie 
new prison sites. Two wen bought the site for S3 B B BBBB — and lo and behold. 12 days later New Braintree was 
aoved to the TOP of the prison site list, and "Mr. Ethics" Dukakis asks the legislature for $18 888088 to buy 
the land! Needless to say. the two buyers are bis Dukakis contributors. 

-- find last but not least, two Dukakis appointees to the board that controls dentistry in Massachusetts sot 
busted for soliciting campaign contributions frow ... you guessed it ... dentists! 

Seews what we have here is another bis spending tax addict, anti-defense, blafte Anerica f irster of the sort that darne d this 
country no end frow 1965 throush 19B8... 



see: you «t THE POLLS ! 



QUESTIONS ftND ANSWERS 



Now* I'd a I so I ike to know what the hobby thi nks about these top i cs, and I * d 
I ike to hold a round robin discussion on the fol lowing questions! 

1 - Do you think t hat a game shou id be run i n the MegaD i p I owat? 

2. Would you like to see Illuminated Megad i p* Quest for the MNC* or a game 
of that nat u re run in the MesaD i p I owat? 

3- A number o-f hobbyists have Predicted that Dukakis will win the election. 
Does anyone have a scenario that would give Dukakis 270 electoral votes? 

4. Do you think Dukakis is a member o-f the hobby Cor wi I 1 Join the hobby) 
after reading my presidential endorsement on page 3? 

5. fire you enjoy ing the 13SS election, with its mud f I y i ng at a rate not 
seen in a presidential contest since 1SS4? 

5- If you were rat i ng this i ssue in the next Runestone Po I h what wou id g i ve 
it on t he 0 to 10 Run est on i sh scale? 

G. Jeff Zarse is be I i eved to be a bit more "moderate" than the rest of the 
Bad Boys. Does this mean that if he was an Iran ian. we would have sold arms 
to him? 

7. Do you think that we (the hobby* the United States* the western ai I iance 
in general) would be better off if Bruce Geryk's parents had stayed in 
Po land? or if the US Gove mment had refused them ent r y because of what Mrs. 
Geryk was carrying inside her? 

S. Do you think if Steve Clark's daddy had shoved a coathanser up his wife 
one fine day when he was drunk 30 years ago* we' d be better off? 

(Subsidiary to Question S — answer only if you are 
oppose abortion): Sa. Would you be willing to make an 
except ion in the above case? 

3. What do think is the most ridiculous claim made so far in 19SS? 

a. Dukakis saying he is tough on crime. 

b. Bush saying he is an real Texan, 

c. Steve Clark saying he is not a snob and has respect 
and sympathy for the i nhab i tants of Robert Tay 1 or Homes. 



Back by popular demand. . . 

«r4 INTERVIEW W I ~TH BRUCE GERYK 

The MesaD i p i onat i s happy to have as i ts spec i a i guest on i ts even i ng rad i o 
show "Feudov i a Ton ighti " Bruce Gsryk? former i y of the Un i vers i ty of Ch i cago, 
who' i I be speak ins with us concerning the aston ishing reve t at i oris that have 
come to I i ght lately concerning his sec ret double life. 

<As in the interview in MD #E* any comments made by anyone are ACTUAL QUOTES 
from that person. ) 

The MesaD i p I omat : What is your reaction to the broadcast over the 
Megachannel and repeated in the last issue of the MegaD i p I omat . 

BG: [dazed] What? 

MD " The broadcast where it stated that you had dropped out of col lege in 
June 1987. 

BG : Do you real ty equate a BA f row Sac State with serious deg rees f row 
Chicago* Yale, Penn* and the I i Ke? 

MD= Do you equate dropping out of the University of Chicago with getting a 
degree from Sac State? 

BG: Carrier appears to be so clueless I don't want to waste my time on a 
detai led refutation of his last letter. Let it suffice to say it was simply 
ridiculous. 

MD s What do you find ridiculous about Ca r r ier' s asse r t i on 5? 

BG: I Know Plenty of peop le who work 70 hou rs a week on schoo I work. 

MD s Obviouslyj you weren't one of them» or were you? 

BG: [No comment given!]. 

MD: What did you tel I your father after you blew * 5 4 000 of his money on 
tuition for a degree you never received? 

BG: Take some drugs, dude! 

MD : What do you think of Ron Brown's commentary comparing you to 
pro-commun i st rad i ca I s of the 1360s? 

BG : Ron hasn' t stopped do i ng what he did when he was i n schoo I — wast i ng 
his t i me. 

MD : How would you square t hat with the fact t hat Ron got his deg ree and you 
didn't? 

BG : Do you rea I I y equate a BA f rom Sac State with ser i ous deg rees f rom 



Chicago* Yale* Perm* and the I ike? 



MD : We* I I now take a cal I f row the aud i ence ... it's Rod Wa iker ! 

Rod • I sense deep frustration and awesome unhappiness in the Bad Boys. 

MD s Rod* didn't you say that *-bef ore* you l earned about Bruce Geryk be i ng a 
liar and a failure? 

Rod '• Yes. He is clearly making Projective accusations and has nothing better 
to do with his ti me t han to be cruel and vindicti ve towa rds i n no cent psop i e. 

MD s Wei i » those comments get the Feud Fan seal of approval. Do you have any 
comments for Bruce Geryk himself? 

Rod • He ought to start tending to his problems rather than trying to show 
how superior he is to people who are in fact superior to him. 

MD : Another call ... Steve Clark ... 

Steve Clark: The opportunities that many hobbyists have simply thrown away 
my poor ne i ghbors at the Robert Tay I or Homes wou Id kill for. It is an insult 
to everyone at Robert Taylor Homes* and it makes me sick. 

MD s Than why do you hang out with someone who wasted $54000 in tuition? 

SC : If these people are so f 1 ng Intel I igent* then why do they have such 

po i nt l ess l i ves? 

MD: By pointless* I take it you agree with Dr. Walker about Mr. Geryk "has 
nothing better to do with his time than to be cruet and vindictive towards 
i nnocent PeoP I e? " 

SC: It must take a great i nte I 1 ect to work al I day at a Job you describe as 
d i sma l and st i I I come up with this stuff. 

MD: I thought so ... next cal I ! 

Bruce Linseys Is a "bul ly" someone who preys on people not as Physical I y 
strong as himself* or does the term also include someone who Picks on people 
less fortunate financially* intellectually* or medically? 

MD: Perhaps you would I ike to answer that* Mr. Geryk. 

BG = The first principle of Bad Boyishess is ridiculing people for sport. 
MD: Would you therefore agree with Mr. Linsey? 

BG: What we real |y want is our own hobby* s i nee we are lazy and cruel at the 
same t i me. 

MD: Thank you for the interview. 



-the: runestone feucd i nde x 



Haw people use the Runestone Poll not only as a way to measure zines. but general forces and tendencies in the hobby as a 
whole. Although there are those who bash the Roll. Kith its current turnout o-f 568 hobbyists it is clearly as representative 
of the hobby as a who lei as. say. a Presidential election is o-f the wishes o-f the American people, in teres of the percentase 
of the population that does vote in proportion to the total population. 

In 1987. the Pollster started somethins called the "Hobby Health Index" to detereine what he considers the hobby's health; he 
feels that, in sow way, the thousands of individual votes cast in the hobby is soneho* indicative of the overall health of 
the hobby. The HHI is a nutber fro* 8 to 108. 

Actually I *don't* consider the HHI to be a valid indicator of the hobby's health. It is. however, an indicator of the level 
01 Feuds and Feudins loitra on in the hobby at any siven tine. siitPly because people use Runestone Poll Zeroes as a Feud weapon 
to lower other people's Pott standings, and if there is a hobby-wide war «oins on. such as the Brunei I es vs the Bruxbashers. 
or the Responsible Adults vs the Spoiled Party Children, a lot wore Is will be floating around reducins the HHI. This isn't 
bad for the hobby or an indicator that it is sick, any acre than the scuff narks on a football field after a roush sane 
indicate that the field is unplayable. DiPlonacy. after all. is the faneboard on which MesaDiPloaacy. (also called Dip in Real 
Life) is Played. 

To cotipute the Runestone Feud Index (RFI) I decided to use data from the Zine and Subzine Polls only, and not the GM Poll, as 
you have to be a Player to vote in the GM Poll, and therefore it is less affected by Feuds and Feud ins. The two effects I 
decided to eeasure were the departure f rem absolute assKissins (an averne of IB), Measured in points, and then secondly, the 
nvrtber of zeroes each voter save out. I felt that general tendencies in the hobby were better represented by the departure 
fro* ten. so I decided to square that nwtber. and then Multiply the number of zeroes per voter. This lave the following 
results for the years 1985 throush 1987: 

Year flvs. score 0s/voter RFI 

1985 6. 548 0. 204 2. 429 

1986 6. 735 0. 223 2. 374 
19S7 7.009 0.100 0.892 

When the Poll was beins conducted in the sprins of 1388. I knew that the RFI would be so in* up. as sprins 1987 was full of ass 
kissing, while in the autuan/winter of 1987-88 the Bad Boys declared war on the civilized hobby, which would cause the RFI to 
rise; based on the above data. I cane to the conclusion that the RFI Meant this: 

I -f RFI<i. it meant the hobby was full o-f insipid Pacifist wimps. 

If RFI) 1 but <2. it meant the hobby was in more or less normal condition. 

If RFI > 2t the hobby was experiencing ail the glory of post a I combat. 

I had hoped the RFI would be >2 in 1988. and had dreaaed it Misht break the 1385 record. To say I an pleased with what 
happened would be the understatement of the rear, as the RFI for 1988 is: 

1988 6. 418 0. 344 4. 419 

with a new linina in the combined Zine/Subzine score (NOT the sane as the Hobby Health Index because the HHI contains the GH 
poll and this doesn't) and a tew record nwtber of zeroes, both per voter and total. A 1388 voter was 13 tines as likely to 
give a jerk a zero as were the voters of 1387. What can I say. but. 



I'M PROUD OF YOU GUYS ! 

-the: feud forever of=*r> jsoys meveir ; 



HYPOC R I OY CHECK 



I would i »Ke to call i hypocrisy check on a large fraction of the HegaDiPlomacy community. There has been a lot of saying one 
thin? and doing another in this hobby* and it Hakes toe sick. 

I would I ike to call a hypocrisy check on Larry Peery. Here is someone who perpetually whines about the Great Feud, says its 
terrible, evil, immoral, and goes so far as to compare Me Kith the scutt of the earth such as the Bad Boys. Meanwhile* he's 
advocated for years something called a "DiPtaK" an involuntary contribution to the funding of hobby services, (.arm don't you 
know that the division of such a fund would fuel Feuds that would Hake Byrne vs Linsey, or Bad Boys vs Civilized Hobby 
Members* look like a San Dieso evening fog compared asainst Hurricane Gilbert? Larry, do us a favor -- stop whining because 
the hobby doesn't bow to your whins. 

I would I ike to cai I a hypocrisy check on Elder Hinton. Hinton is the suy who charges professional PBK fees for running 
Diplomacy and amateur boardgames, sends out si ares to novices warning People about this and that, (including we for a 
"demonstrated lack of respect for the American legal system" no doubt a reference to the fact that I believe the hobby should 
settle its disputes without reference to Real world institutions). Actually. Elmer, I have enough respect for the American 
legal 5/ste* to want to keep a judge from laushins in the hobby's face if a hobbyist dragged a hobby dispute into a Beat World 
court. I have enough respect for the legal system not to clog it with frivolous cases when the average tine between the 
incident that causes a civil suit and its cowing to trial is >4 years in tost of the country. I think any hobbyist who goes to 
court to file a suit because of sows hobby aatter is taking away froa people who NEED the recourse to justice that is being 
denied by alt the f — ing delays in the court systea — accident victims and victims of crimes suing their attackers for 
damages. Also. I have a sub to your zine and haven't seen a copy in )2 years. What's wrong, you working on Lords of Valetia or 
something? 

I would t ike to cat t a aaior hypocrisy Chech on Bruce Geryk. This is the guy who has shot off his mouth for aonths about how 
the Runestone Pott was a waste and the hobby a refuse for People who have "failed in life." Yet* lo and behold, bat who voted 
in the Poll? You guessed it, Bruce Geryk! The same Bruce Geryk who kept running off at the iiouth about what a success he was 
in life when he.. .but we already know. Bruce, you are the "ultimate example" of why we need HYPOCRISY CHECK. 

I would I ike to cai i a hypocrisy check on Steve Clark. He's the guy who beat up on any number of hobbyists for being "low 
income" when he fact he wakes less than his enemies. He's the suy claiming to be pursuing a "career in scientific research" 
when he is really just a bottlewasher in a tab. And of course, he SfiYS the Runestone Poll is a total waste.. .but he votes in 
it anyway. Steve, here's to you ... hobby hypocrite. 

I would l ike to cai t a hypocrisy check on Jeff Zarse. This is the same Jeff Zarse who has no idea what Real world life is (his 
parents are attest as rich as the Chappaquiddick Kid) and who Picks on Conrad von Hetzke for working at the Post Office. This 
is the same Jeff Zarse who ciains to be a self-made success at Dartmouth, but whose father put him down for a Place at 
Dartmouth the year he was born.. .the same Jeff Zarse who PRINTED IN HIS ZIhE a Piece of deserved hatemai l he got from his 
college for ignoring college rules. Zarse also is a Runestone voter, I wight add. 

I would like to call a auch sutler Reality ChecK on Simon Billinness. This is the suy who whines about how evil, horrible, 
and t ife- destroying the Feud is. yet cheers on the anti-Bad Boys whenever he can. Simon, I approve of your stance ... but not 
the anti-Feud whining. Admit it. come out of the closet, say you love this stuff, because you do. 

In the next MegaD i p i omat , due out the week after the election... 

— Updated 1 ist of all Feud Numbers 

— Hate ma i I from Bruce Geryk 

— Pe rhaps a story, an article about the upcow i ng CANADIAN elect i on, and much 
more ! So, p i ease, 

SUBSCR I BE ! 



